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High Command in the occupied zone. The Wehr^irtschaft und
Wirtschartssab Frankreich is assisted by armament inspectors
(Rxstungsinspektioner) and by economic committees (Wirtschafs-
troops}. This administration immediately took in hand the
problem of the utilization by the Reich of the industrial resources
of the occupied zone.
From the very beginning of the occupation the Reich paid great
attention, for strategic as much as for economic reasons, to the
restoration of the railway and road systems of the occupied zone.
German engineer units helped in this reconstruction, which
explains the speed with which it was carried out. At the same
time it has restarted factories like the Citroen or the Renault
Works that could supply the wheeled material essential for its
many motorized formations. And again it has fostered the
building of locomotives for its advantage; the Compagnze gen&rah
pour la Construction des Locomotives has had its capital increased from
twelve million francs to fifty (Radio-Paris, May i, 1941).
It seems that the fear of sabotage at first made the' Reich avoid
direct production of war materials in the French factories, and
hence the transfer to Germany on the one hand of French workmen,
and on the other hand of machinery seized in the French factories.
In spite of very active propaganda the number of French workmen
in Germany has always been very small. Doctor Syrup, the German
Secretary of State at the Ministry of Labour, estimated them in
August 1941 at 25,000 (Le Temps, August 27, 1941).
Then later, as its authority became stronger and its facilities for
control increased, the Reich began to make the factories in the
occupied zone work direct on the manufacture of tanks, guns, air-
frames, aeroplane engines, and on the repair of war material.
But these were only temporary measures. What the Reich has in
mind is: on the one hand to make the whole of French production
work for German military requirements during the period of
hostilities; and on the other hand to bring the economic organiza-
tion of France definitely and finally under the control of Germany.
Doctor Gerstner, of the Economic Section of the German
Embassy, has declared that French industry, a great part of which
was already working for the Reich, would be revitalized by
Germany. This co-operation must be continued after the war,
for it will be to the advantage of French industry. It will foster
French agriculture to an even greater extent, for it has an important
part to play by enabling Europe to be self-supporting from the
point of view of food. Already the organization of trade and
industry has been recast, but more far-reaching changes will have
to be made in the economic structure of France. France must
understand that German reorganization of her economy is as